
Branch 461 Brantford

Dunsdon

APRIL-JUNE 2026 HI-LITES
We’ve added NEW Live Entertainment
Friday Nights and Sunday Afternoons.
Sign up for the 
Chick Wright Golf 
Tournament – June 6th
Come out and support your legion!

dunsdonbranch461.ca 

DUNSDON LEGION MEMBERS ARE INCOURAGED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE BRANTFORD POPPY PROJECT
A community tribute for Remembrance Day featuring handcrafted 
crocheted and knitted poppies made by volunteers like you.
DUNSDON LEGION WORKSHOPS:
April 16 & May 14, 5:30–8:00 pm. See the insert for more details.
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IN MEMORIUM
David George Petit-pas

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not wear them, not the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning. 

We will remember them.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Hello Comrades:
Well will this weather ever give us a break ? Hopefully the 
worst of the winter is leaving us soon.  Our branch is doing 
well thanks to your support and volunteers that continue to 
dedicate freely of their time. You know who you are and I 
hope you know how much I appreciate everything that you 
do.
The  branch is getting busier with the influx of new members. 
The 100th anniversary of the RCL is offering a free member-
ship for 1 year. I know your Membership Chair Cheryl Potter 
has been very busy processing everyone.
Thank you Cheryl.  All programs are in full swing Snooker is 
getting busier and open progressive euchre is well attended. 
Special thanks to Brenda Bridgewater who volunteers to run 
Monday afternoon ladies euchre and Wednesday evening 
mixed euchre. If your not attending Friday night social your 
missing out. Horse Races, Meat Draw, Queen of Hearts and 
other events. Get there early it does fill up quickly.
Hall rental are doing well with fundraisers, buck and does 
celebrations of life , quarter auctions and many more. Thanks 
Sandra Eisenbach for all the hard work you do to support our 
branch. Great Job!  On your behalf of alI our members I will 
be representing our branch at the District Convention being 
held in Niagara Falls April 10-12th  I’m looking forward  to 
see how our district is doing and hopefully getting new ideas 
from other Branches.  We would like to welcome Ian David-
son who has joined your executive as our new service officer. 
Thank you Ian. We were very sorry about the passing of our 
friend and comrade David Petit-pas. He will be missed.
Please make sure you read your bulletin or check out our 
website for up coming entertainment and events. Elections 
are coming soon in May at our general meeting. We need 
your support so please try to attend. We have open positions 
on our executive so if you are interested please contact me or 
one of your executive.  Thanks everyone who continue to 
visit our  branch your support is appreciated. I personally 
would like to thank all of our volunteers and especially our 
staff and executive. Thanks for your support during my 
health issues. You guys are the greatest.
Yours in Service
Ronald Butcher, President 

400 CLUB
The next 400 club elimination draw will be May 8th , 2026. 
If you are interested in obtaining a ticket for the May 8th , 
2025, draw please leave your name and number with the 
Legion bartender or myself. I can be reached at 
rcl461vicepresident@gmail.com 519-771-7872

OUR NEXT GENERAL MEETING WILL BE 
ELECTIONS MAY 20TH, 2026

You’re up to date membership
card is required for entry.

Come on out and support your executive. 
Even better, think about joining the executive

104 Brant Ave, Brantford, ON
info@riverviewterrace.ca
www.riverviewterrace.ca

ARE YOU A VETERAN
LOOKING FOR A   

Its our way of saying thank
you to our Canadian Legion
members

At Riverview Terrace Retirement 
Residence, it is our privilege to
honor those who have served our
country.  Exclusively for Canadian
Legion members, you can enjoy
your first month for free when
you move into a Levante Living
retirement residence.  

Call 519-756-4141 

RETIREMENT
RESIDENCE? 

to learn more about this special deal



Interested in Participating or Supporting The Poppy Project?
Contact Us: brantfordpoppyproject@gmail.com

Spearheaded by the Brantford Station Neighbourhood Association (BSNA) this project has 
partnered with and received the permission to proceed from the 

Royal Canadian Legion - Dunsdon Branch No. 461. 
Working closely together with Branch No. 461 we look forward to creating an 

impactful art piece for the community.
The Poppy Project - Brantford

The Brantford Poppy Project is a community art initiative 
turning handmade crochet poppies into public installations 

across our city. Each poppy  and honours those who served
invites our community to pause, reflect, and remember 

together.

The project will be on display from the Last Friday in October to November 11th and will be a yearly display.
From March to August we will be recruiting volunteers, doing workshops and production of the poppies.
September to October we will be assembling the netting panels. 
Installation will happen on the last Friday of October and remain up until November 11.
Cleaning and Storage will be done in December at The Navy League of Canada - Brantford Branch. 
We hope that the Brantford community will get behind this project, please contact us if you would like to help. 

Contact Us: brantfordpoppyproject@gmail.com

Interested in Donating?

Drop off Locations

Monetary Donations can be sent to 
brantford.treasurer@navyleagueon.ca

Include in the Memo: "Brantford Poppy Project"
Donations of $25 or More can receive a tax receipt 

(Please include your name, address & phone)



Facebook - The Brantford Poppy Project
Web Site - https://sites.google.com/view/brantford-poppy-project/home

Crocheted Poppy
Crochet Abbreviations Ch: chain(s) | Dc: double crochet | Sc = single crochet | Sl st = slip stitch | 
(12)= indicates number of stitches at end of round
Each Poppy should begin and end with a 6” tail (for tying to the final display)

Row 1: With black, Ch 3, do not join. Do 11 dc into the last chain from hook. Sl st into top of Ch 3 (counts as dc). 
Ch 1 and pull yarn through.

 Change to red. Join to the top of any of black dc. Ch 3, work in 1 dc in same st. Work 2 dc into each dc across Row 2:
making sure you do not create an extra stitch out of the joinfrom the black row. 
Join with sl st to top of ch 3. You have 24 dc in total. Do not turn.

 Ch 3, work 1 dc in same stitch. Work 2 dc in each of the next 3 dc, (8 dc group) *sc into each of the next 2 dc, Row 3:
2 dc in each of the next 4 dc*. Repeat from * to * ending with the 2 sc and joining with a sl st into the Ch 3 at the beginning 
of the row. 4 sets of (8 dc + 2 sc). Do not turn.

Ch 3, work 1 dc in same stitch. Work 2 dc into each of the next 7 dc, *sl st between the 2 sc of the previous row. Row 4: 
Work 2 dc in each of the next 8 dc*. Repeat from * to * 3 times. Sl st between the sc of the previous row. 
Sl st to the top of sc 3. 4 sets of 16 dc with sl st between.

Pull yarn through loop and cut to tie off.
Congratulations! You are finished your first poppy!

Knitted Poppy
Knit Abbreviations
K: knit | P: purl | K2tog: knit 2 together | (Sl1, K2tog, psso):
Slip 1 purl-wise, knit 2 together, pass slip stitch over
Each Poppy should begin and end with a 6” tail (for tying to the final display)
With red yarn, cast on 52 stitches.
Work the next 8 rows as follows:
Right side : *K10, p3* repeat from * to * to end. Wrong side : *K3, P10* repeat from * to * to end. Cut red yarn.
Change to black yarn tying to red at needle.
Next row: K2 tog across.
Next row: P across.
Next row: *(Sl1, K2tog, psso)* repeat from * to* across to last 2 sts. K2 tog.
Cut yarn and thread through the last stitches with a darning needle. Pull tight while removing from needle.
Sew sides up with black, then with red.
There should be no seams showing.
Congratulations! You have finished your first poppy!

Materials:
 You will need 17-20 yards of any bright poppy red worsted weight (#4) yarn 
and 3 yards of the same type in black.
(Something similar to Caron Scarlett, Bernat Berry or 
Red Heart Supersaver in Cherry Red).
Knitting Needle: - Size 5 mm
Crochet Hook - Size 5.0 mm/J *Needle or hook size may be adjusted 
but finished poppy should be between 4-6 inches in diameter. 
Don't worry if it is a little bit larger or smaller, just something to aim for!

“The Poppy Design is a registered trademark of The Royal Canadian Legion (Dominion Command) and is used with permission. 
Le motif du coquelicot est une marque déposée de la Direction nationale de La Légion royale canadienne, utilisée sous licence ”

Contact Us: brantfordpoppyproject@gmail.com



BAR MATTERS
Our new summer bar hours will begin once the
leagues finish:
Bar Hours (Summer)
• Monday: 1–5 pm • Wednesday: 1–11 pm
• Friday: 1–9 pm • Saturday: 6–11 pm
Our Friday afternoon social continues to grow, and 
Saturday entertainment—including Music Trivia and 
Karaoke—has been drawing great crowds.
A sincere thank you to Head Bar Steward Melissa 
Cheesman for doing an excellent job running the bar, 
along with our bar staff Sandra, Linda, and Scott for 
their great service.
We also appreciate Sandra Eisenbach, our Rental Coor-
dinator, whose work booking the upper hall has greatly 
helped support the Legion. Special thanks as well to 
Sean Cheesman for assisting with bar duties.
Finally, our staff recently completed a Violence and 
Harassment seminar and are fully compliant with com-
mand requirements.
Comrade Don Wolan – 1st Vice president

APRIL:
10 Back to Back 18 Easy Street Blues Band
11 Music Trivia  25 Karaoke
12 Pepper Shakers 26 Cobby's Kitchen Party - Upper
17 Mike Thorpe
ENTERTAINMENT
Our Saturday entertainment has been doing well. The new 
format seems to be working, every second Saturday we host 
Music Trivia with Ross McGuinnes, every fourth Saturday 
we host Karaoke with Murray McClean of Brantford Party 
Rentals (there is no entrance fee for these two events). We 
have some great music up and coming. We are trying some 
Friday evening and Sunday afternoon bands. Check out the 
new format calendar which has all the Legion information 
on one page.
BUILDING
During the winter we had a problem with our furnace and 
we had to get emergency repairs completed. This came in at 
a cost of $2,800. We also had to get our Keypad upgraded 
at a cost of $1,300.  Thanks to Marty Heron for setup and 
Brenda/Mandy Bridgewater and Joyce Soulier for cleaning.
Comrade Don Wolan – 1st Vice president

Note: Music Trivia requires pre registration Please contact Ross McGuiness at mcguinnes9535@rogers.com

Karaoke is with  

RCL Branch 461 Dunsdon Information
9 Tollgate Road Brantford O N3R 4 4 www.dunsdonbranch461.ca 

 Saturday

Contact numbers 



TAKE OUT & DELIVERY
519-752-9900

84 CHARING CROSS ST., BRANTFORDFax: 519-448-3033

Scott Dinsmore
Cell: 519-755-1183

Complete Upholstery Repairs
Appliance Touch-ups
Wood Touch-ups
Ful Furniture set up

Tel: 519-448-3032

FURNITURE TECH
In Home Furniture Repair

MORE THAN JUST CRUISES
We Are

Dream Holiday Makers
CALL, CLICK or COME IN TODAY

Contact: Sandy Wallace
sandywallace@expediacruises.com
www.ExpediaCruises.ca/Brantford

265 King George Rd., Brantford, ON

Sandy W
519-756-9711

 Locally owned and operated for over 40 years, 
Great selection of all styles of books to interest anyone.

226-938-1628
331 Brant Ave., Brantford

SANCHEM
Sanitation Supplies Inc.

John Fletcher

21 Kenyon Street, Unit 3
Brantford, Ontario N3S 7R7

BRANT: 519-756-0110
FAX: 519-756-0112

HAM: 905-521-5648

RUSTY’S NO FRILLS BRANTFORD

108 Colborne St W, 
Brantford, Ontario

519-753-7157
423 St. Paul Ave., Brantford

www.comfortplusheatandcool.com
Brantford (519)752-2250
Hamilton (905)388-4800

Cambridge (519)658-6441

YOUTH EDUCATION:
Comrades: The Speaking contest was held at the 
Branch on Feb 19th. There were 18 contestants 
from the schools, up considerably from the previ-
ous year. Here are the Winners Grades 4-6 – Junior 
Jace Bryson from Braemar House School Grades 
7-9 – Intermediate Yzelle Carreon from St. Pius X.
Comrade Don Wolan - 
Youth Education Chairperson

SERVICE OFFICER:
Please join us in welcoming Ian Davidson, our 
new Provincial Service Officer. Veterans and their 
dependents looking for information on pensions, 
allowances or other benefits can arrange an 
appointment through the Branch or contact Ian 
directly at 519-732-0056. The Provincial Service 
Officer is an excellent resource for assistance and 
information.
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